Z “4 
ay / 
Grit 


WHY HAVE AN ASSOCIATION? 


To hear the views of a_ number of 
ple, I sometimes wonder why we 
ther to have an Association at all. 
Referring to my trusty dictionary I 
nd that: 
sociation is - to join company with 

Or - a companion 
or - a friend 
d that a Club is: 

association for some common object. 
To me an association serves two main 
rposes, Firstly it gathers together 
ople with a common interest, and 
condly this common interest can pro- 
te lasting friendships and expand our 
owledge. 

I have never yet attended a meeting 
ere I haven't learned something. 
rhpas it was just another idea, or 
st that I was not alone with my 
oblems. 

As has been so often said, you must 
ve before you can receive. There 
no such thing as something for 
thing. No matter where you look, 
‘re 1s something you can pass on, and 
lething you can learn. 

I'm glad that this association was 
"ceived, and I am proud to be a 
nber of it. 

I hope you are, 


.ER PHOTO: 


The world's first double deck self- 


ypelled train about to leave Sydney 
its igaugural run, 10th June 1970. 
. set identification "target" below 


> driver's window is not the true 
.ber, but the prank of some wag. 
Photo by D. Musgrove. 
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President’s 


_>. Mee 


In my last “corner” I touched on 
membership, I am happy to say that, 
as at July our total membership was 


472 - an increase of 172 from October 
1969. Of this 172 increase, 105-came 
from Victoria,83 of whom were received 
since the Melbourne Exhibition, all of 
which goes to show the interest that is 
generated by a Model Railway Exhibition. 


I am, however, mindful of the fact 
that an increase of 89 members has 
occurred apart from the stimulus of 
the Melbourne Exhibition. Being ever 
an optimist at heart, I believe this 
mostly reflects an increasing activity 
On the part of members generally. 


It has been often said that if each 
member introduces one new member,great 
improvements can be realized. Just 
imagine - 944 members - Journal costs 
would go down, Advertising would be 
assisted because of the increased 
coverage, local manufacturers would be 
stimulated to meet a_ bigger potential 


market, A dream? Only if we are 
prepared to leave things as they are; 
a reality if we each try for a new 
member, 

Getting new members is just’ the 


PATSt Step. Keeping them becomes the 
problem of the Committee of Management, 
and our problem is to know where their 
particular interests lie. 


Here is where "Pop Valve" comes 
into its own, If you want to toss a brick 
bat or present a bunch of roses, do it 
through "Pop Valve". Recently one of 
our members wrote pointing out the 
apparent. lack of "0" gauge"bits" etc. 
I notice one of our suppliers got’ the 
message and in July/August Journal we 
saw some beautiful Rivarossi "0" gauge 
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locos and rolling stock advertised. 


This is one of the basic functic 
of our Association, to let the tré 
know what we want and to give them 1 
opportunity of meeting that "want". 


So if you have a like or dis1il 
praise or criticism, want something 
don't want something, write to "' 
Valve", to let off steam, and give 
C.0.M. the opportunity to make « 
Association stronger and more inf. 
ential, - Happy Modelling. 


RUP ACKLAI 


CAN YOU HELP? 


Following Graham Watson's let 
in the Mar/April Journal No. 85, 1 
Committee of Management has agre 
that this idea is a good one, <% 
should go ahead. 


Would any member who knows the ni 
and address of any model railway c. 
secretary, please let Graham Wat: 
have this information. This info: 
ation will be used for statistical : 
general information purposes in prod 
ing a club register. The AMRA has 
intention of pressing any club to } 
us, they already have that right 
they so wish, 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JOURNAL 


Articles and items of interest : 
Journal at any time. Letters for : 
clusion in Pop Valve should reach * 
Editor by the middle of the even mon’ 


Branch Secretaries - Branch no 
are required by the middle of the e 
months, earlier for the Nov/Dec iss 
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Vic. Branch visits the D.V.R. 


os by R.Little & R.Quaife. ‘by Mal Baker. 


‘t was a dull, cold, blustery,wet 
cnoon,far from a typical Melbourne 
but, regardless of the weather, 
was the day that the Diamond Valley 
ature Railway Club had extended an 
| house invitation to the members of 
Victorian Branch, Those who were 
interested in the football, or had 
(led a leave pass from the better 
' for the afternoon and the evening 
the 25th July, turned up in force 
ilete with coats,hats and of course 
ras with plenty of film. 


ook 


Jpon our arrival at the very well 
“inted club room, we were’ bid wel- 
~ by the President Bill Pert, and 
.oduced to the members. The Club 
n adjoins the large and very com- 
1ensive Loco and Rolling Stock 
1 containing the workshop, loco 
“icing facilities and 6. storage 
Ss These tracks lead out to the 
ye marshalling yard and via_ two 
1y points into a single line, up a 
yht rise througha signal point onto 
2,000 foot kidney shaped main line 
> diagram) which is completely sig- 
ed with both colour light and lower : ; ‘ 
lrant signals of V.R. prototype. Junction Signal - Members inspecting the 
hydraulic points in the background. 


The whole of the system wherever 
possible, is being modelled after the 
Victorian Railways, including all 
locos, rolling stock, buildings 
stations, etc. An interesting feature 
of the lower quadrant Signals and 
points is that they are hydraulicly 
Operated by mains water pressure in- 
stead of the usual wires and pulleys. 
The 74' gauge track was originally 
laid in 1" x %" mild steel on edge,but 
is now rapidly being replaced with 141b 
rat. 


Hydraulic operated point. Now came our guided tour (on footy 


PAGE 87. A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO, 88. 
TRACK PLAN ~ DIAMOND VALLEY RAILWAY 
) 2) 56 100 150 200 
Scale Yo: 6s 
GO ais aed 
<< gers 
7 
SINGLE ASPECT CULVERT 
AUTOMATIC S 
CoLoue LIGHT 
SINGLE ASPECT a. 
CovcouR LIGHT 
DISTANT. MiINiMUM RADIUS 
GO FEET 
OvTER How DISTANT 
o> SEMAPHORE A\ SEMAPHORE. 
Home 
Dousie Argm 
3 Aspect SEMAPHORE. ADVANCE 
CoLtourR LIGHT STARTER 
SEMAPHORL 


— BeinGe 


DEPARTURE Dovece Ares STARTER © YarD SeTBA’ 
SEMAPHORE SEMAPHORE CEMAPHORE. GROUND CoLc 
Home Disc CALL ON. >. LiGhT 
SEMAPHORE Sere —o 
—t s DIAMOND = SINGLE ASPECT 
\\ V ALLEY New STATION CoLrour LIGHTS 
STATION UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


Signa Box A” 


To WorRKSHOP / gun Ticket Box 
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STORAGE. YARDS 


around the system withall its new work 
and workings being fully explained. 
We walked our way through the 90' 
tunnel (complete with step-ins) over 
Willcox's bridge and the steel girder 
bridge on to the new 120‘ station with 
its extensive new yardwork still under 
construction. Then in and out of the 
two signal boxes withall their levers, 
phones, bells, working timetables and 
‘train running sheets upon which all 
train times,drivers, guards and number 
of passengers carried are _ recorded. 
Safe working at all times, is one of 
the greatest cares taken by the club 
. particularily when trains are running. 


The operation of trains can only 
carried out by members, who have pass 
the rigid examinations set for driver 
guards and signalmen, The guided tc 
also allowed us to obtain the _ be 
possible vantage points for photo 
before afternoon tea was served. 


The trains themselves are built 
the scale of 2" to the foot and i 
clude Victorian RailwaysS class dier 


a W class diesel hydraulic and 

beautiful T class diesel electric 
perfect in every detail including i 
method of propulsion, this being 


Ford 10 motor drivinga large generat 
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T class coming out of the tunnel. 


ich in turn supplies the power to 
e axles’ traction motors. Air brakes 
e also a feature of this locomotive 
1ich is owned by John Murdoch,and was 
41i1t by club President Bill Pert, who 
lso holds the position of Loco Super- 
"tendant, To the best of Bill's 
owledge it is the first time, any- 
ere in the world, that such a model 
aS been powered in the’ conventional 


*LY 
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of our many train trips 
over the entire system was an ex- 
perience to be remembered, for it is 
Only when seated in the train that you 


The first 


appreciate the beauty of the natural 
Australian bush setting through which 
this railway, the largest and most 


comprehensive of its type in the 
Southern Hemisphere, has been built. 


The evening session of our visit, 
which included taking care of the 
inner man, was to prove most rewarding 
in that two trains,one being hauled by 
the T class and the other by the S 
class,stood ready in the yards to take 
us On several night trips. These 
night trips could only be described as 
fantastic, for sitting in the train 
behind these powerful locos with their 
bright penetrating headlights, one 
viewed signals correctly lit and oper- 
ating, the station lights and signal 
boxes lit and working in the way that 
any signal box should. 


Upon the completion of our night 
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To combat vandalism the signals 
are removable for storage. 


train rides, we were treated to movie Hydraulic point motor with hydrauli 
films within the club room from whence point lock. 

we departed for our homes about 11 p.m. 

after a most enjoyable and satisfying The Diamond Valley Railway is si’ 


ated in the Lower Eltham Park, Soi 
Eltham, approximately 15 miles nor’ 
east of Melbourne on the main ElItl 
Research Road and isamust for a vi 
whether you be railway minded, or Bi 
looking for somewhere to take 

family for that Sunday or public ho 


day drive. 


day. 


WANTED. 


A Tri-ang "TTI" catalogue - sti 
. edition/year and price required. Mr 
Crossing Willcox Bridge. Watson, 4 Dicks St. Albany, W.A, 63. 
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CHOOSING A SCALE 


I feel that something should be 
tten about selecting a scale in 
el Railroading and the various pros 

cons that go into the _ basic of 
s hobby. 


Ne must first decide on what we mean 
"scale", and to this end, I would 
ine "scale" in two ways - first the 
ber of MM to the foot for the track 
geé,and second the "inch to the foot 
full size equipment". These are 
entirely different things I know, 
so many of us think of gauge as a 
le, that it is best to consider 
se together. Also most of us 
nk of approximately 1/87 for HO or 
roximately 1/48 for O etc. (see 
re 1): In this discussion I do 
mean exact scale, as only the very 
scratch builders among us can ever 
ieve an exact scale model railroad. 
n these must accept a_ realistic 
ure of feet to the mile to fit his 
ilable area, as not many can pro- 
e a short line of only 3 or 4 miles 
lly to scale - space would not allow 


TABLE 1. 
ye Scales Scale 
Available 
1 to 160 2mm to 1 foot, 
“y ‘to. 120 1/10" to 1 foot, 
Ito 10] 3 mm to 1 foot, 
. 1 to 87 o.0 tm te: t Toot: 
)'" Lethe’ Tt 4mm to 1 foot. 
; 1 to 64 3/16" to 1, foot. 
: 1 to 48 me. to. 1 foot. 
1 to 45 17/64" to: 1 foot, 
1 to 43 7 mm to 1 foot. 
Now, what else must’ the beginner 


Sider in deciding on his scale. It 
ns there are seven different con- 
-rations, namely: 


by TED FROST. 

1, Space available. 

2. How much money can be 
week, 

3. What is available commercially. 

4, Will I scratch build or alter ex- 
isting commercial lines. 

5. Will I model Australian, 
USS. A. etc. 

6. Which aspect of the 
wish to model. 

7. What ability do I have to do any or 


spared each 


UK. or 


railroad do I 


all of my own modelling or layout 
building. 
These seven may not be all that 


should be considered in some people's 
view it is true, but it is enough in 
my view. They are not in the order 
of importance if there is one. This 
will vary from scale to scale, or as- 
pect modelled anyway. 


Probably the most limiting factor 
in selecting a scale to model in will 
be space available, but this does not 
necessarily follow, as the aspect to 
be modelled also has a big bearing on 
space available. For example, if you 
prefer just shunting around in a com- 
plex yard a space of 15 feet by 3 feet 
will allow a very complex HO layout, 
but it is too narrow to give suitable 
long run layout - regardless of what 
the manufacturers say, I am sure that 
no HO layout should have less than 24" 
curves, but preferably 30" curves. On 
less than 24" curves the overhang 
spoils the effect on all but 4 wheel 
rollingstock, If you have 15 feet by 
3 feet available, and want to run a 
mainline on your layout - select one of 
the small scales (TT or N). In my 
Opinion, no space under 4 feet by 8 
feet should ever be used for HO or 
larger scale - true it can be done, but 
tight curves, and short sidings do not 
make attractive model railroads. In 
table 2 I have set out my _ ideas of 
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TABLE 2, 


Considered minimum sizes of layout for various scales, 


Gauge Shunting yard Point to Point Continuous: running 
"NN" 2°6" x OF 4° x 3*iue, 12 sq.ft. Sr ix 2 fie. . 6 sq.ft, 
“TT” Mae a 6" x 3°. dye;. IS: sq.ft. 4* x 3° i.e. 12 sq.ft. 
"HO" 5 x Le 9' x 6' i.e, 54 sq.ft. 8°. x.4* i.e. 32 sq. it: 
“s” 16 <2 14° x 9° t.e. 126. sq, fti 10° x 6° i.e. @ sq.ft. 
"0" 10' x 3° 10° x 12°d36, 216: sasft.. 14* x 8° i.e.112 sq.ft. 


acceptable minimum sizes for layouts 
of the various scales, for three types 
of railroads, yard shunting, point to 
point and continuous running. 


These days of small scales everyone 
can find room to run a model railroad 
if he wants to. It may not give him 
the type of operation he would like, 
but it can give interesting operations 
and is 100% better than nothing. Let 
us first consider then all the likely 
spaces we can use, We will ignore 
the obvious ones, such as garage or 
spareroom or under the house, as those 
fortunate enough to have these have no 
space problem anyway. The garage may 
be crowded out though, so don't forget 
you can raise and lower a layout on a 
pulley system to store it over the car 
when not in use. Don't forget the 
yard is also available especially these 
days with nickel silver track that is 
not affected by rust. We will really 
consider space in the small flat or 
house here, as these are really the 
problem ones. Look first at the 
kitchen (rumblings from the Management 
here?). I had a clergyman friend who 
owned an amount of HO equipment and 
when he moved into a_ new parish he 
thought he was stuck for room. He 
couldn't afford to change to a smaller 
gauge. When we looked at his problem 
together, we found the space needed in 
the small 10 foot by 10 foot kitchen. 
The cupboard and sink ran around 2 
walls, the electric stove against wall 
3 and a small dining bench on wall 4. 
All were of the same height except the 
stove which, with a 4" board on top 


came to close enough to the same heig 
as the rest. Four 2" by 3*pieces 

pyneboard formed a hollow square 

which the layout was built. Whenn 
in use it stackedon top of an overhe 
cupboard on one wall of the kitche 
The storage problem prevented fix 
scenery, but the layout was design 
for shunting and time-table operati 
so all worked out fine. Fortunate 
the kitchen was too small to house t 
refrigerator which was outside in 
passage. From his wife's point 

view this was not too good, but rai 
waywise it was fine. A mantlepiece 

suitable for "N" scale or _ perhaps 
piece of pyneboard that can be stor 
on end behind a cupboard or under 

bed. Maybe you have a spare drawer 

a dressing table-"TT" or "N" will f 
there. I have seen an "N" gauge la 
out set ina _ suitcase and read 

another on a coffee table with a gla 
cover over it. There are lots 0 
likely places if you care to thin 
about it for a while. 


Now,having seen the space availabl 
consider the type of layout you wan 
If your space is small, and you wa 
long runs for your trains, then y 
must choose "N" or “TI", but if y 
just like to switch wagons about, th 
"HO" or "OO" will suit also. I may 
wrong, but somehow I can't see “S” 
"Oo" fitting into a small space. 
your space is 18 feet long or bigge 
and at least 4 feet wide, then you c 
choose any scale you want, except pe 
haps scale "1" (about 1 to 28). 


A.M.R.A,. 


The space has been allotted,and the 
pe of railroad decided upon, so we 
st now consider points 2 and 7. If 
4 are short on cash (who isn't) and 
ng On ability (who is?) then items 4 
ad 5 become significant. is 
eaper to build your own rolling 
ock and locomotives, as all sorts of 
ts and pieces can be used and cost 

minor. If you do decide to scratch 
ild,then the space available becomes 


e only limiting factor in ‘scale 
lection, and that is that. Having 
sposed of the one chap in 100, what 


Short on cash fits 
of these for sure, also on ability 
a greater or lesser degree. Point 

now becomes the factor to consider 

th points 1 and 6, 


the other 99? 


The greatest range of items avail- 
yle is in HO/OO, which can be mixed 
* the gauge is the same, A goodly 
slection of secondhand items are also 
“adily available. These comments 
ply only to the capitol city dweller 
country dwellers should support the 
cal hobbyshop where there is one, or 
idger the local toyshop to get hobby 
ems for you. Failing that, you can 


‘der by mail with confidence from 
st of the city hobbyshops, though 
ie or two I know of are none too 


‘liable. Most suburban dwellers 
uld be happy to act as "Buyer" for a 
llow member of the hobby who lives 
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up country - I act for 3 or 4, and I 
know of others who do the same. JHav- 
ing overcome your supply problem one 
way or another, what is most readily 
available and in what variety? The 
answer is “HO/00", followed by "N", 
“Tre 4 =o” and. "5S" in-that. order, 


There is an infinite variety of 
U.S.A, European and British locos, 
rolling stock, buildings etc. readily 
available in HO0/00, Prices range 
from a matter of cents up to $300 or 


SO. There is even a small amount of 
Australian prototype about in this 
scale, The range in "N" is fast grow- 


ing too - mostly in U.S.A. prototype, 
but a little of British and European, 
is about - nothing in Australian to my 
knowledge. Each year will see more 
of both of these scales available - 
especially "N", but I'm afraid each 
year will see less of the other scales 
available also. Availability of items 
is not everything though, as commercial- 
ly produced items tend to follow the 
rule of the smaller it is,the less de- 
tail we need to build into the item. 
If you want super detail - you must go 
to the larger scales. 


Well, that is about.it. Consider 
the above items carefully - select the 
one that suits you best, and “Start 
Railroading". 


urnal stopped, reader asleep, 
e signal is at red, 
atemplating dropping out? 

e letter said. 


season's ticket; cost, three dollars 
r twelve months ahead. 

hope that I will never again 

t in the Red, 


closed, please find the staff 
1 see the faces beam, 
we get back in motion 
€ signal's green. 
Anonymous. 


AMRA Comes of Age. 


At the August meeting of the C.O.M. 
it was decided to hold the AMRA 21st 
Birthday Convention, Easter 1972, in 
Melbourne (the birthplace of AMRA) 
rather than Albury. 


If any member has any alternative 
Suggestion would he please contact Norm 
Read before Friday, 13th November, It 
is intended to announce the programme 
and costs involved by March 1971, thus 
giving interested members ample time to 
prepare. 


PAGE 93. A.M.R.A, JOURNAL NO. 88, 


LAYOUTS YOU MAY WISH TO VISIT, 


(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY). 


The following members’ layoutsmay be inspected,but only by prior arrangeme 


It is not always convenient for anyone to just drop in. 
Name and Address. 
WESTERN AUST. 


Thomas Bennett, Kellerberrin. 6410. 
Broughten Boydell, P.O. Box 28 Scadden, 6447, 
Garry Newman, 19 Pictor Rd. Bunbury, 6230. 


SOUTH AUST. 


Ronald Solly, 32 Longford St. Evanston, 5116. Gawler 22 2536 


VICTORIA. 


Warwick Brisbane, 2 Moray St. East Bentleigh, 3165. 
Alan Clark, P.O. Box 49 Abbotsford, 3067. 

Sidney Cowling, 16 Gloucester St. Heidelberg, 3084. 
Allan Dowel, 82 East Boundary Rd. East Bentleigh, 3165. 


Kenneth Down, 13 Power St. Toorak, 3142, 20 2427 
Richard Gutteridge, 50 Belmore St. Yarrawonga, 3730. 
Peter Knife, 282 Nepean Highway, East Brighton, 3187 96 4804 


John Knight, 22 Strathallan Rd. Macleod, 3085. 
Mike Maloney, C/o. S.E.C.V. P.O. Box 321, Horsham. 3400. 
George Martin, 31 McCulloch St. Dromana, 3936, Dromana 72160 


Eric Miles, 33 Mortimore St. Moorabbin, 3189. 97 5061 
Garry McIntyre, 4 Mortimore St. Moorabbin, 3189 97 5958 
Maurice McKinnon, 26 Bondi Avenue, Frankston, 3199. T63 Sfi1 
Cedric Rolfe, Candemah, Jeetho, 3945. Bena 214 
William Royston, 21 Ardmillan Rd. Moonee Ponds, 3039 

.Michael Sibly, 6 Rudds Rd, Korumburra, 3950. K*burr 534 
Robert Smith, 5 Dowle St. Macleod, 3085. 43 3957 
Lloyd Soloman, 22 Ronley St. Blackburn, 3130. 878 4331 
Rex Little, 48 Esdale Rd. Blackburn, 3130. 878 7670 


Thomas Southwell, Wonga Rd. Ringwood, 3134. 

Graeme Taylor, 26 Kent Rd. Box Hill, 3128. 

Warragul & District Rly.Club, PO Box 51, Warragul, 3820. 
Eric Watson, 18 Glen Cannon Cres. Clayton, 3168. 
Leonard Whitney, David Hill, Monbulk, 3793. 


- NEW SOUTH WALES, 


James Baker, 65 Ferris St. Annandale, 2038. 
Maxwell Dixon, 15 Murray St. East Maitland, 2323 
Jack Fotheringham, 4 Clucas Rd. Regents Park, 2143 
Ritchard Grace, 47 Prince St. Picnic Pt, 2213. 
John Green, 43 Lucasville Road, Glenbrook. 2773. 
John Grierson, 4 Kitchener Av. Earlwood, 2206. 
Laurence Kent, 23 Ferndale Rd. Normanhurst, 2076 


E.M'land 779 


G'brook 7170 
55 5400 
48 5933 


Telephone. Layout. 


O x" 
O & 12mm, 
HO 3.5mm. 


HO/00 


00 /HO 


HO 3.5mm 
HO 3.5mm 
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ilip Knife, 3 Denver Place, Toongabbie, 2146 
s;sell Merriman, 5 Endeavour St. Sans Souci, 2219, 
shael Miller, P.O. Box 119, Cobar, 2835 

nes Munday, 19 Bank Lane, Quirindi, 2343. 
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Amm fine scale, 


Lin McLeod, Skye Motel, Holbrook, 2644, 


ian McWilliam, 5 Mayne St, St. Marys, 2760 
ank Peck, 48 Norman St. Thornleigh, 2120 
cistopher Pratten, Koolewong Borenore, 2800, 


thur Ravelli, 53 Macquarie Rd. Cardiff, 


ter Rogers, 202A Western Highway, Blaxland, 2774 
ian Rowlings, 42 Pemberton St. Parramatta, 

yn Shepherd, 54 George St. Penshurst, 2222 

an Templeman, 5 Kenilworth Rd. Lindfield, 2070. 


ith Wilcox, 12 Sullervan Rd. Blacktown, 


ZENSLAND, 


ith Anderson, 40 Sloane St. Stafford Heights, 4053 
in Henderson, 4 Simla St. Toowoomba, 4350, 
lliam Hungerford, 22 Mill St. Sarina, 4737. 
n Johnson, 26 Henderson St, Nth, Rockhampton, 4701. 


hn Makin, 34 Marian St. Miles, 4415, 


thur Robinson, Saul St. New Chum, Dinmore, 4303, 
hn Treacy, 34 Cambridge St. Rockhampton, 4700. 


n Walker, 51 Tina St. Beaudesert, 4285, 


COMPETITION RESULTS, 
FOR 1969, 


BEST JOURNAL ARTICLE COMPETITION. 


After a lot of head scratching and 
‘tting three independent judges’ com- 
nts, the Norm Robinson Trophy for 
69 has been awarded to Darryl 
sgrove,for his article on the Botany 
ods Line, 


Congratulations Darryl. 
take 


I hope next year that it wont 
long to decide on the winner. 


ange of Address. 
LIS. awe 

mp, R.K. 
sliéy Bak: 
Kenzie, M.J. 
iloney, M.V. 
cholson, S.0O. 
ybinson, D. 
miton, J. 
es 60. 
lth, C.M. 


529 9701 HO 3.5mm, 
Cobar 156 00 
Q*indi 724 Marklin 
H*brook 292 HO 3.5mm, 
623 1855 HO /00 
HO /00 
HO 3.5mm, 
2285. 00 
0-HO-O00-S-N, 
QO 7mm, 
57 2819 HO 3.5mm, 
46 1176 HO 3.5mm. 
2148, 622 5597 HO 3.5mm, 
HO 3.5mm, 
2° 5352 12 mm 3.5mm, 
HO & HON2% 
Marklin. 
4 mm, 
16.5 sn34. 
HO 3.5mm, 
B'desert 357 HO/O0. 


NOTICE, 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability. 
of articles or advertising contained 
herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed by contributors, 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers contained herein, 
This publication reserves at all times 
the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for 
publication, 


4/43 Canonbury Grove, Dulwich Hill, NSW, 2203, 

1 Freeman Street, Wendouree, Vic, 3355. 

16 Mary Street, Stuart Park, Darwin, N.T. 5790, 
38 Icely Road, Orange, NSW, 2800. 

C/O S.E.C,V. P.O. Box 321, Horsham, Vic. 3400, 

13 Clarence Street, Dee Why, NSW. 2099, 

25 Lilac Street, Punchbowl, NSW. 2196, 

P.O. Box 168, Bondi Beach, NSW. 2026, 

33 Bay Road, Sandringham, Vic. 3191. 

C/O Armstrong & Evans, Eden, NSW, 2551, 
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TIMETABLE WORKING at the M.M.R.S. 


The 30 x 24 foot laygut belonging 
» the Melbourne Model Railway Society 
1ristened the "Hobson Bay Railway Co" 
; the scene of much organized activity 
‘ery alternate Tuesday evening. On 
lese evenings usually about a dozen 
mbers gather to "operate to time- 
ible”. 


The layout was designed so that a 
uuble main line running round the 
rimeter of the layout was available 
yr “test running as required by 
mbers",and an inner branch line that 
ns twice round the inner section of 
e layout caters for the "operating" 
‘aternity. Both can be used simul- 
neously. 


As the President of the club was 
rmerly employed on the Eastern Region 
British Railways as Train Con- 
‘oller, it naturally follows that he 
, extremely interested in producing 
metables that will be popular with 
nbers for "timetable running". To 
‘n a normal two and aé half hour 
ssion requires a Train Controller, 
ur Signalmen, at least four drivers, 
loco foreman, and up to three local 
unter drivers. 


When we started, we produced the 
rmal timetables that give arrival 
id departure times of trains, one for 
th Signalman and Train Control, and 
livers were assigned to trains as they 
ippened. However we found that when 

new member came along to join and 
is not familiar with the reading and 
nse of timetables, a lot of delay 
id frustration ensued, So after some 
ought we produced a separate time- 
ble for each signalman that gave in 
quence, the arrival time and last 
sparture station of each train to- 
ther with its departure time and 
Xt station. In this way the Signal 


by KEN ELDER, 


man merely glances at the next train 
listed and knows exactly where it has 
come from and anything else he wants 
to know. 


For each driver there is a card 
which lists exactly the time he books 
On,which station,what train he drives, 
its destinations and times, any run 
rounds, and where he books off. It 
is arranged so that a driver can com- 
mence driving railmotors and complete 
his tour of duty by driving a"pick-up 
goods" or "ballast train". Everyone 
then gets a varied chance of anything 
that’s going. 


This system may not be new to other 
clubs, but we have not seen it men- 
tioned before in other articles and 
give details here so that it may prove 
of assistance. to other clubs who have 
the same problems, 


The train controller has a large 
graph of the whole timetable before 
him under ae_e sheet of perspex, and 
Signalmen inform him of arrival and 
departure times of trains’ so that he 
can plot them on to the sheet as in 
the prototype. Any cancelled trains 
as necessary that are caused by delays 
Or any'"specials" are advised by train 
control to signalmen concerned. 


In order to assist"traffic" we also 
have a card at each station that in- 
dicates to the signalman the destinat- 
ion of every wagon that arrives at his 
station for off-loading. It tells 
him to which siding and which partic- 
ular industry the wagon is to _ be 
spotted, We are also experimenting 
with "removeable" loads that have an 
Outward destination on one side, and 
another destination on _ the reverse, 
These are placed into open wagons, low 
loaders etc. and actually unloaded at 
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as % 


FG100 RM102 RM102 RM103 RM103 RM106 G10] 


Train & type Loco 


Ex shed for Ex Docks 05 Ex sheds 03 ex AS 3 ex BR ex AS 318 Ex docks ex BR To 
FG100 02 to BR to Plat 3 10 to BR to AS 3 to docks 20 to AS 3 yard 22 
to Docks 17 returns as then out as 
RM106 G109 
IN 
Train & type Loco for EP108 EP108 RM106 LP107 _ G109 Loco 
ex shed 28 Ex plat 2 30 ex AS 3 30. ex BR to ex yard 35 ex shed 35 
pick up Pull- to Coppin St ~ to BR plat 3 33 to Coppin St to docks for 
mans to Plat 2 Loco runs round (returns as ballast train 
for LP114 FG112). ee 
IN IN IN } 
Train & type EP108 Ballast FG112 EP108 Empty FG112 RM111 LP114 
ex Frost ex docks 36 ex Coppin ex docks 39 ex yard 40 ex BR to_ ex plat 3 46 
sidg to to BR St to yard to carriage to BR plat 3 45 to BR 
docks 35 38 sidgs. Loco 
to sheds. 
IN IN IN 


Train & type _RM111 RM116 RM116 RM116 G113 LPILS LPi15 
ex plat 3. ex plat 2 48 ex Frost sdg ex plat 3 ex BR ex BR to. ex plat 3 02 to 
47 to plat to Coppin St to plat 353 55 to BR to yard plat 301 plat 2 (returns 
2 for RM116 Bo as LP120 


IN IN IN 


LP120 RM119 
ex BR to ex plat 3 ex plat 2 ex BR to ex yard ex Frost sdg ex BR to 
plat 303 05 to BR O05 to BR- yard 09 10 to BR to plat 312 plat 2 16 


Train 6 type 


(returns loco to then deps as out as 124 
as RM118) shed LP126 
SS Na RD Pet ae ad Og EM rn eI AP MRR RIOR aL ON A an A Se ee ee 
IN IN 
Train & type RM124 LP126 G123 RM121 
ex plat.3 - ex plat 3. ex BR ex BR CLOSE BOX 


20 to BR 25 to BR to vara 30. to -plat. 3:35 


Read from left to right along successive rows. 
Arrows indicate a further movement for that train. 
AS 3 - Allan Street Platform 3. BR - Beach River, CR - Crestwick. DU - Dundundra. 
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sir destination, The empty wagon 
} then be returned to a destination 
given on the card, or another load 
ced in it. This system works well 
| is better than the smal] pins that 
» placed in wagons, On our largest 
ction station,Allan Street, we have 
| to put two signalmen on duty in 
er to cope with the traffic. Here 
re is a five foot control panel 
chis two feet away from the station 
elevated so that the signalmen can 

over the heads of the shunters and 
vers busy below. All points and 
‘ing power are controlled from this 
_ except for points that are manually 
trolled for the sorting yards and 
o sheds. 


le a WA. 


Editor, 
A Journal. 


e Sir, 


I would like to express my views on 

matter of an amalgamation of the 
eR.A. and the S.C.R.M.A. I believe 
t several years ago an amalgamation 
discussed at length, A Mr. Robinson 
a letter to the Editor of the 
tralian Model Railroad Magazine (Nov 
*69) said he would like to be a 
ber of both associations, but could 
afford dual membership. I am in a 
ilar position and I assume that there 
many others so placed. 


An amalgamation would,inmy opinion, 
to the benefit of members of both 
ociations. In the last edition of 
rnal Mr.Frost expressed the opposite 
Ng 


[ see the following benefits: 
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From this station too there is an 
exit to a three line dock station 
which handles a fair amount of goods 
traffic plus an odd "boat train 
special", 


Recently we have also brought the 
main line around the outer perimeter 
into the operating side as well, and 
this has increased the work of the 
junction station by about 40%. In 
fact, members are quite shy to take on 
duties of this box lately. 


Our main aimon the Hobson Bay Rail- 
way is to have fun, to run the railway 
aS realistically as possible, nd to 
make sure that everyone has the same 
facility of enjoyment. We think that 
is why we have a very happy club. 


| FOR 
LYE / READERS 


CETTERS 


1, Amalgamation would be a step to- 
ward an Australian N.M.R.A. which could 
be effective in the setting of stand- 


ards for couplers, wheels etc, Manu- 
facturers compliance with such stand- 
ards would make things easier for 


modellers. 


2. A greater pool of knowledge and 
experience would be available to 
modellers. 


3. The opportunity would for more mem- 
bers to take part in branch meetings. 


4, Manufacturers would probably take 
greater heed of the wishes of a larger 
organization rather than those of two 
small organizations. 


I feel that an amalgamation would 
be in the best interests of railway 
modelling in Australia. 

MARK SYMONS. 
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The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


As Advertising Manager I usually 
look at Journal with a very critical 
eye, especially the advertisements..: 
However apart from a_ couple of winces 
I feel that I must congratulate the 
Editor. and Publisher on the production 
of a first class magazine in the July/ 
August issue. The front cover was an 
excellent production job besides giving 
readers aview of a prototype yard that 
gives readers a lot of information for 
their own use, 


The articles and diagrams were very 
well presented and most interesting 
and informative and the advertisements 
contained a wealth of useful information 
to all concerned - although of course 
One needs the cash as well. 


Am hoping to have a look at the new 
Friedmont. models this evening from Mal 
Baker. This is something that all 
enthusiasts: shduld do as 
prototypes have been somewhat lacking 
in the past, unless one can scratch- 
build, which I cannot. 


So - congrats once more Rex and Jack 
- may you continue to make our magazine 
the first of its type in this country. 


KEN ELDER. 


The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


Recently I saw the comments of four 
persons, two 0 gauge and two N gauge, 
as to why they did not join AMRA, 
Summarized they said that having seen 
Journals there was nothing in them of 
interest and nothing about their 
scales. One of these fellows was re- 
ported to be quite a hand 
ions and scenic modelling. 
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at convers- : 
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Another query recently was "Wh 
isn't Journal brought out monthly 
Then there was Ted Frost's letter 
Pop Valve last issue. 


How does one answer these questio 
or solve the problems? These are t 
Similar problems to which every co 
mittee of any voluntary organizati 
throughout the length and breadth 
the land would also like to know h 
to solve. 


Human nature being what it is, tl 
tendency is to sit back and leave : 
all to "Jack". Some say they haven' 
any spare time to help. No organi 
ations run on wishful thinking, bi 
Only on team work. 


Membership of AMRA costs a senit 
$3 a year, barely 6 cents a week, ar 
to keep it at this rate the publishi1 
committee must spend a lot of the: 
spare time in preparing Journal for tl 
printers. This is also a good reas¢ 
for it to only come out bi-monthl 
apart from the cost and the problem ¢ 
getting enough copy. There has _ bee 
many an occasion when the Editor hi 
to knock up articles himself in ord 
to fill the pages. Maybe to satis: 
the first group, and many more 1il 
them, we need an Editor and publish 
with O and N gauge intérests, then a 
the HOs could throw up their arms al 
complain. 


One Junior in an interesting lett 
suggested we put all members on 
roster for contributions of copy. 


Ted says there is a crying need f 
a good model magazine in this countr. 
Well there have been several attemp 
in the past, and the Australian Mod 
Railroad Magazine has been battling | 
for some years just to do that. Th 
have come up against the wall oni 
difference and what might be termed t 
isolation of the average modeller, w 
in the main seemsto be only interest 
in one scale, or what happens onh 
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-al railway system. Yet a lot of 
-se same fellows buy overseas maga- 
ies,read every page in them and then 
t to know why there is nota similar 
» produced in this country. 


Even the Railway Modeller with all 
- pages of advertisers and _ large 
culation have had to increase their 
ce to 3/6d.a copy-and they get com- 
ints of bias with the scales. Per- 
ally, I don*t see what the fuss is 
it, may be I'm not a scale snob and 

find interest in the other fellows 
ivities, and then any plan with 
surements can be converted to suit 
own needs, 


Another point in Ted's letter - 
Lacting ex-members. Last year we 
t a letter to every member who had 

- renewed and less than 5% bothered 
reply. The fact that we did not 
d reply paid envelopes had no bear- 
| On the matter. The N.S.W. branch 
exhibition time send out question- 
‘es to approx. 150 members and in- 
de stamped and addressed envelopes 
then think ourselves lucky if we 
20 of them back. Some even send 
m back in their own envelopes and 
mps. At any rate if someone has 
eef, surely 5 cents is small item 
get it off ones chest. 


Coming back to subscriptions, $1.80 
earmarked for Journal. This sum 
s the advertising just about breaks 
n with the printing and _ handling 
enses of same, We have a 20 cent 
ate for seniors, paid to an operat- 
| state branch or into a special 
ount for those states where branches 
not operate. This leaves $1 for 
linistration costs, which vary 
ording to the needs. What is left 
n this $1 is not going to permit 
elaborate improvement schemes. To 
the subs could only be justified if 


ry member would benefit from the 
is 
Now we come to another point in 


Ted's letter, a member finds if 
attending branch meetings, he needs to 
pay out further coins. True, but a 
hall can't be hired and refreshments 
provided out of thin air. The afore- 
mentioned rebate will not cover it. 
Possibly one way the member could make 
up his 20 cents would be smoke one less 
Cigarette a day, or drink one bottle 
of coke less a week,and there would be 
no hardship felt. 


Surely if we are to obtain the most 
from our hobby there must be some giv- 
ing in sO many ways and not~ always 
wanting to take. Co-operation widens 
the horizon and broadens the outlook, 
What are YOUR opinions, 

NORM READ, 
The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


I think Cedric Rolf (July Journal) 
has missed the point of Ted Frost's 
letter in that though the A.M.R.A. may 
give himenough personally, it obvious- 
ly does not satisfy many country mem- 
bers, who join, perhaps renew once and 
then are lost to us. For example 


five or six years ago A.M.R.A. had 
over twenty members in North Eastern 
Victoria, now there are about four, 


Seme have left the district, others 
have given up the hobby, but many have 
left because our Association does not 
offer them enough. 


May I suggest a couple of remedies. 
Firstly a greatly improved "Shop Spy" 
section, This was meant to replace 
"The Buyers* Guide" ,which was, in it's 
hey-day, a publication the size of tlk 
present Journal. How about a proper 
survey of the model shops of each major 


city? What is their general range? 
Do they specialize in any type of 
modelling, especially in the more 


unusual gauges? Do they offer a_ re- 
pair service? Do they custom build, 
paint and line models toa professional 
standard and do they handle secondhand 
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goods? This would allow the member 
in the country to get some idea of 
items and services available in the 
cities. At present "Shop Spy" is 


good as far as it goes,but it does not 
go far enough. 


Secondly, when and where do the 
State Branches meet? — Would it be 
possible to include in EVERY Journal 


the name, address and telephone number 
of the Secretary or a special liason 
officer of every State Branch and their 
usual meeting time and place. I see 
that the N.S.W. Branch meets regularly 
at it's club rooms, but where are they? 
The Victorian Branch appears to have 
no fixed address or do they meet at a 
church hall or at North Port station? 
I don't know and I'll bet a_ lot of 
other members don't know either. Is 
there a Queensland branch still, and 
are there any other state branches? 


The point that I wish to make is, 
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that often members from intersta 
from the country are in the city 
short visits, and if they can loo 
their current Journal see where 
when meetings are held and who 
contact to verify this, there wil 
a greater interchange of ideas 
fellowship between members. 
please let us have this basic in 
ation in EVERY ISSUE of the Jour 
so that there is no need to se 
through a stack of back issues to 
these details, when they are neede 


If country members could, by m 
of the Journal, gain a greater k 
ledge of commercial products avail 
and be enabled to more easily at 
meetings and meet other members, 
are more likely to feel that they 
getting their money*s worth from 
and this should lessen the turnove 
country,and also perhaps,city memhk 


RICHARD GUTTER 


Branch 


VICTORIA. 


Since our last Branch Notes the 
Victorian boys have had a meeting in 
July, which was a running night on the 
club layout ,many members having brought 
along their rolling stock and locos. 
The competition for louvered vans had 
a good entry from many members. 


On Saturday, llth July, the Diamond 
Valley Railway of 74" gauge whose 
track isat Eltham Park, paid the Club- 
rooms of the Victorian Branch a visit 
and the club layout’ having been left 
setup from the General Meeting night, 
they were entertained by the branch 
members to an afternoon of HO running 
and films from their own activities. 


On Saturday ,25th July,the Victorian 
Branch members paid a return visit to 
Eltham Park and enjoyed a very’ fine 


Reports 


afternoon 
74" gauge. 


riding the Rattlers on 


I have been informed by the Or 
izer of the Exhibition next Moc 
that all the space at the Cambe1 
Civic Centre, venue for the exhib: 
has been initially booked. This 
good omen for the exhibition. 


The Victorian Committee has de 
to make the library a free issue 


but have imposed stiff penaltie: 
non-return of books by the folls 
month. 


Future meetings: 


8th Oct. Running night on N gaug 

12th Nov. Film - "Chasing the Ind 
Pacisic . 

10th Dec. Christmas get-together. 

January No meeting due to holid 
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his year’s rail cartrip will be to 
ssford on 3lst October from Spencer 
et Station. A family picnic with 
ifference., Your car may be left 
pencer Street - please advise the 
ion Master's Office that you are on 
AMRA trip. 


fhe rail car departs at approx. 9 am 
_ photo stops along the way. The 
ic lunch that you have brought with 
will be enjoyed at Dalesford. We 
then return, arriving back at 
BX. Oo. pm, The estimated fare 
$3.50 adults - $1.75 children (4- 
ears). Further particulars are 
lable from Mal.Baker, 256 Reynards 
et, Coburg, 3058, phone 36-8829, 


JOHN SNEDDON. 


Meetings are held at Sots: Ao 
Saints Church Hall, 
lenferrie Road, 
Kooyong. 
osite Scotch College)----| 
ommencing at 8.0 pm, ; 
he second Thursday, 
each month, except 
ary. 
JOHN SNEDDON. 
(Hon Secretary) 
Phone 49-2799, 


SOUTH WALES, 


reparation for the October Exhib- 
n at the Sydney Lower Town Hall is 
well in hand, and by the time that 
e notes appear it’ should be "all 
ee 0...” 


tendances at recent Branch Meetings 

been somewhat disappointing, and 
mould like to see more’ members 
ling themselves of the clubroom 
its facilities. 


“rk has commenced on the construct- 
9f the second club layout, using 
ion of the original layout built 
he 1965 exhibition; this "new" 


it will be of point to point design. 


afternoon 
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A working bee was held on 16th May, 
and an action night on 22nd May; the 
proceeds of the latter assisting Branch 
funds, The layout was available for 
operation on 6th June,whilst the Sydney 
Live Steam Locomotive Society at 
Darvall Park, West Ryde, was revisited 
on 20th June. Another layout running 
was held on Friday, 26th June, 


Saturday, 4th June, gave members a 
chance to observe the “big stuff" at 
Enfield loco depot (where the NSW Rail 
Transport Museum is being set up) and 
Delec, with another layout operating 
on 18th July. On Friday, 
24th July an inspection of the N.S.W.R. 
Signal Demonstration Room at Railway 
House took place, 


On lst August,George Berg,of Berg's 
Hobbies, John Percell of Friedmont and 
Kevan Hardacre of Protype demonstrated 
their products, and a very interesting 
discussion took place on these kits. 
To these gentlemen we extend our thanks 
for their kind gesture in donating a 
number of models for use on the branch 
layouts. The other two meetings held 
in August were both devoted to in- 
struction and operation of the layout. 


Coming meetings are: 


Sat 19th Sep. )Working Bee -Exhibition 
Fri 25th Sep.)Equipment. 
3rd,4th & Sth Oct. Model Railway Ex- 
hibition, Sydney Lower Town Hall. 
Sat 17th Oct. Post Exhibition 
Discussion, 

Fri 23rd Oct. Colour Slide Evening. 
Sat 7th Nov. Auction - pre Christmas 
clearance, 

Sat 21st Nov. Visit to Illawarra Model 
Railway Club - meet at 
Clubroom, Rockdale at 
2 p.m, 

Sat 28th Nov. Club Dinner - watch 
notice board for details, 


SEE YOU AT THE EXHIBITION, 


COLIN GILBERTSON, 
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——  - 


Australian Model Railway 
Association 


(NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH) 


presents the 


MODEL RAILWAY 
EXHIBITION 


at the 


Sydney Town Hall 


Saturday 3rd. 9 am. to 8-10 p.m. 
Sunday 4th. 12-30 p.m. to 7 p.m 
Monday _ Sth. 9 p.m. to 8-30 p.m. 


The exhibition will be offically opened by the Honorable E. A. 
Willis, MLA Minister for Labour and Industry and Chief Secretary 


of New South Wales at 10-30 a.m. on Saturday 3rd. October 1970. 


Layouts and models by many leading clubs, societies, associations 
and commercial houses. (Local and Interstate). 


MODELS OF RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS TO INTEREST ALL 


ADMISSION — ADULTS 40c CHILDREN AND PENSIONERS 
20c. 


TELL YOUR NEIGHBOURS AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS. 


